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ABSTRACT 

A system and methods for discouraging unwanted electronic commu- 
nications requires a communication sender who is not recognized by the in- 
tended recipient, or who is not approved by the intended recipient, to a post 
a bond to accompany the communication. Adaptable to eliminating spam, 
unwanted faxes, unwanted telephone calls, etc., the system and method 
forces the money associated with the bond to be forfeited if the communica- 
tion is rejected or deemed undesirable by the recipient. To prevent finan- 
cially motivated abuse on the part of recipients, the preferred embodiment 
forfeits the bond money in favor of a third party such as a charity or gov- 
ernmental entity, to which the recipient has no legal obligation. A further 
safeguard against recipient abuse gives senders a predetermined number of 
unsolicited communications to send to system subscribers, after which bonds 
are required to send unapproved communications. 


